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1. NIGER'S ARMY UNDER COMMAND OF CHIEF OF STAFF, LT. COL. 
SEYNI KOUNTCHE, SEIZED CONTROL NIGER GOVERNMENT IN SWIFT, 
EFFICIENT COUP APRIL 15. FORMER PRESIDENT DIORI HAMANI AND 
SEVERAL KEY OFFICIALS BEING HELD IN A MILITARY CAMP OUT- 
SIDE NIAMEY. EMBASSY AND PRESS REPORTS INDICATE PROBABILITY 
MRS. DIORI KILLED RESISTING ARREST AND SEVERAL GUARDS 
KILLED IN ARMY ATTACK ON PRESIDENTIAL PALACE. LATEST IN- 
FORMATION INDICATES NIAMEY CALM WITH ARMY IN FULL CONTROL 
AND EXPRESSIONS OF SUPPORT COMING IN FROM OUTLYING 
AREAS AND POLITICALLY VOLATILE STUDENT GROUPS. 

2. NEW ELEVEN-MAN MILITARY GOVERNMENT ANNOUNCED APRIL 17 
CONFIDENTIAL 
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HEADED BY PRESIDENT AND CHIEF OF STATE, LT. COL. SEYNI. 
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SEYNI, 43, IS A DJERMA WITH 20 YEARS MILITARY EXPERIENCE 
INCLUDING INDO CHINA. DESCRIBED PREVIOUSLY AS BRIGHT, 
EFFECTIVE AND PRO- WEST, HE VISITED U.S. IN 1968. SEYNI 
ASSERTED ON RADIO NIAMEY NIGER FACING CATASTROPHE BROUGHT 
ON BY DROUGHT, MISMANAGEMENT AND CORRUPTION. HE CALLED FOR 
SOME CHANGES BUT SAID QUOTE THEY WILL NOT BE AS FAR 
REACHING AS MIGHT BE EXPECTED UNQUOTE, HE ALSO HOPED FOR 
STRENGTHENED TIES WITH FRANCE. OTHER MEMBERS OF NEW 
GOVERNMENT ARE FROM SENIOR RANKS OF ARMY WITH NOTABLE 
EXCEPTION TWO MOST SENIOR HAUSA OFFICERS. DJERMA, FULANI 
AND SMALLER GROUPS FROM EASTERN NIGER DOMINATE TO VIRTUAL 
EXCLUSION MAJORITY HAUSA. 

3. SAFETY OF FOREIGNERS HAS NOT BEEN IN QUESTION DURING 
COUP AND IMMEDIATE POST-COUP PERIOD. NEW REGIME HAS 
PLEDGED TO PROTECT LIVES AND PROPERTY. APPROXIMATELY 
375 AMERICAN CITIZENS, INCLUDING OFFICIALS, DEPENDENTS, 
NON-OFFICIAL PERSONNEL, AND PCVS, CURRENTLY RESIDE IN 
NIGER. OUR EMBASSY IN NIAMEY HAS BEEN INSTRUCTED TO PLAY 
ANY QUESTION OF RECOGNITION IN LOWEST POSSIBLE KEY PENDING 
CLARIFICATION OF UNFOLDING EVENTS. KISSINGER 
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